




INDIA'S FOREST RIGHTS ACT

Context 

❑ As the global biodiversity crisis intensifies, 
conservation efforts around the world are 
facing criticism for sidelining Indigenous 
Peoples and Local Communities (IPLCs). 

❑ In this backdrop, India’s Forest Rights Act 
(FRA), 2006, offers a unique legal 
framework that integrates biodiversity 
conservation with the rights and traditional 
knowledge of Adivasis and other forest-
dependent communities.



How the Forest Rights Act (FRA) makes India different? 

❑ India’s Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006, 
commonly known as the Forest Rights Act (FRA), offers a progressive legal model that integrates indigenous 
rights with biodiversity conservation. 

❑ It embodies all these principles and provides the legal framework for securing forest tenure and other pre-
existing rights of Adivasi and local communities. 

Key Contributions of FRA

❑ Recognises the historical injustice faced by Adivasis and forest dwellers who were denied legal rights to 
their ancestral lands. 

❑ Empowers gram sabhas (village assemblies) to manage and govern community forest resources. 

❑ Recognises a range of rights — from individual land titles to community rights over forest produce, 
biodiversity, and traditional knowledge. 

❑ Legally enables a bottom-up approach to forest governance, unlike the top-down, state-led protected area 
model. This makes India one of the few countries where conservation and indigenous rights are not in 
conflict .



Why IPLCs matter for biodiversity? 

❑ Globally, there's a growing recognition that indigenous communities are crucial for conservation. 

❑ Research has shown that biodiversity thrives better in territories managed by IPLCs than in many 
state-run protected areas. 

❑ Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD): Through Article 8(j), it urges countries to respect and 
integrate traditional knowledge and practices in biodiversity conservation. 

❑ UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007): Affirms the rights of IPLCs to manage 
their own lands and resources. 

❑ Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (2022): Envisions a more inclusive 
conservation approach and targets like "30 by 30", which aims to bring 30% of the world's lands 
and oceans under conservation by 2030 — with community participation. 

❑ However, the implementation remains uneven, and fortress-style conservation still displaces 
communities in several places.



India’s Constitutional and Legal Support for IPLCs

❑While India does not officially use the term 
"indigenous peoples", it has a strong constitutional 
framework to support Scheduled Tribes .

❑ Fifth and Sixth Schedules PESA Act, 1996 
(recognising self-rule in tribal areas) Constitution of 
India provides Articles 244 & 244A, enabling tribal 
governance in Scheduled Areas. 

❑With over 104 million Adivasis, India has the world’s 
largest indigenous population in a single country. 

❑ Laws like the FRA and PESA allow for a unique and 
legally supported model of decentralised, 
democratic resource management.



Gaps between Policy and Practice 

❑  The Forest Rights Act has not been effectively implemented in 
many states. Many communities still await title recognition.

❑ Displacement under Protected Areas: India has over 1,134 
protected areas, and at least 6 lakh people have been 
displaced due to such conservation models. 

❑ Updated Biodiversity Action Plan (NBSAPs): While India’s new 
plan under CBD mentions bottom-up governance and 
community rights, it still relies heavily on State-led 
mechanisms and does not fully integrate the FRA framework. 

❑ Weakening of Biodiversity Management Committees (BMCs): 
These local institutions are often under-resourced or not 
functional. 

❑ Without their full operationalisation, inclusive biodiversity 
governance is difficult.



INDUS WATER TREATY

Context 

❑ India declared the Indus Waters Treaty 
(IWT) of 1960 to be in ‘abeyance’, in 
response to Pakistan’s continued support 
for cross-border terrorism, especially 
after the Pahalgam terror attack. 

❑ The move signals a temporary suspension 
of cooperation under the treaty, aimed at 
pressuring Pakistan without officially 
terminating the treaty.



LEGAL STANDING AND STRATEGIC CALCULATION 

❑ The term ‘abeyance’ has no legal recognition under either the IWT or the 
Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties (VCLT, 1969). 

❑ India is not a party to the VCLT, and even under customary international 
law, unilateral suspension of treaty obligations is not legally valid, 
making the move more symbolic than enforceable. 

❑ Articles XII(3) and (4) of IWT mandate mutual ratification for 
modification or termination, and VCLT Articles 60–62 allow suspension 
only in cases of material breach, impossibility, or fundamental change, 
none of which India has formally invoked, limiting India’s legal 
maneuverability. 

❑ Tactical Pause in Treaty Implementation The ‘abeyance’ allows India to 
withhold procedural cooperation, such as sharing hydrological data or 
notifying reservoir operations, thereby impairing Pakistan’s flood 
forecasting and water security, while avoiding overt treaty violation.



TWO-LEVEL GAME: DOMESTIC SENTIMENT VS DIPLOMATIC SIGNAL 

❑ Domestic Political Calculations as The Cabinet Committee on Security likely adopted 
abeyance to satisfy public sentiment, showing decisive action after a terror attack, and to 
gain room for infrastructure advancement on run-of-the-river projects on western rivers like 
Ratle and Tulbul. 

❑ Using IWT as a counter-terror tool is a high-stakes gamble, as Pakistan sees it as an 
existential threat. 

❑ Given Pakistan’s domestic instability and weakened military-civil dynamics, the move risks 
international escalation and misinterpretation. 

❑ Despite political will, India’s hydel infrastructure projects face regulatory, environmental, 
and procedural hurdles, such as clearances in ecologically sensitive zones, which limit 
immediate material benefits from suspending the treaty.



LONG-TERM STRATEGIC, ENVIRONMENTAL, AND 
GLOBAL REPERCUSSIONS 

❑ India’s unilateral invocation of abeyance may undermine 
its image as a responsible global actor, potentially 
inviting international legal proceedings under the 
Permanent Court of Arbitration or International Court of 
Justice. 

❑ Accelerated project execution in the Indus basin, a 
seismically and ecologically fragile region, risks 
biodiversity loss, ecological imbalance, and long-term 
water insecurity, especially in Jammu & Kashmir and 
Ladakh. 

❑ India must balance national security, public sentiment, 
and ecological sustainability by ensuring its actions 
align with treaty obligations, international norms, and 
democratic accountability, avoiding over-militarisation 
of natural resources.





VIZHINJAM PORT A MARITIME HUB

Context

❑ The Vizhinjam International Deepwater 
Multipurpose Seaport, India’s first dedicated 
transshipment port, developed under a PPP 
model between Adani Ports and the Kerala 
government, has become operational in July 
2024. 

❑ It represents a significant shift in India’s 
maritime trade capabilities by aiming to reduce 
dependency on foreign transshipment hubs.



Strategic and Economic Significance 

❑ Reduction of Foreign Dependency India currently 
transships around 75% of its cargo through ports 
like Colombo and Singapore, incurring annual 
revenue losses of $200–220 million. 

❑ Geographical and Structural Advantages With a 
natural draft of ~20 meters and location close to 
the east-west international shipping route, ultra-
large container vessels can dock without deviation, 
lowering costs. 

❑ It is India’s first semi-automated port, equipped 
with AI-powered traffic management and remote-
controlled quay cranes, reducing vessel 
turnaround time.



Connectivity and Future Roadmap 

❑ Hinterland Connectivity Imperatives as Efficient 
integration with road and rail networks is crucial 
for seamless cargo distribution to South India’s 
industrial zones. 

❑ Planned Expansion Phases as Future phases 
(till 2028) will involve an additional investment 
of Rs 9,500 crore, aiming to develop allied 
logistics and warehousing. 

❑ Transformational Potential If implemented 
effectively, Vizhinjam can emerge as South 
Asia’s major transshipment hub, 
complementing India’s Sagarmala vision.



CIVIL DEFENCE DRILLS

Context 

❑ India is set to conduct a nationwide civil 
defence mock drill, aimed at testing 
emergency preparedness in the wake of 
rising border tensions and the terror attack 
in Pahalgam that killed 26 civilians on April 
22.



What are Civil Defence districts in India? 

Civil Defence districts are designated regions where the 
Government of India actively implements civil defence 
programs. 

These districts serve as administrative and operational 
hubs for preparedness activities in case of emergencies 
like wars, air raids, missile strikes, or large-scale terror 
attacks. 

Their role is to organize resources, train civilians and 
volunteers, and coordinate responses involving multiple 
government and civilian agencies. 

They carry out functions such as Training and mobilizing 
volunteers Conducting blackout and evacuation drills 
Managing coordination with Home Guards, NCC, NSS, 
NYKS, police, and local authorities Running public 
awareness campaigns and shelter planning



What is a Civil Defence mock drill? 

A civil defence mock drill is a planned simulation of 
emergency scenarios — such as an aerial attack or 
missile strike — to test public and administrative 
readiness. 

These drills are governed by the Civil Defence Rules, 
1968, and simulate situations like: Power blackouts Air 
raid sirens Evacuation alerts Emergency 
communication breakdowns etc.

The mock drills help reduce civilian panic, identify 
response gaps, train volunteers and responders and 
build awareness and resilience. 

The exercise is not a signal of imminent conflict but part 
of a longstanding framework under the Civil Defence 
Rules, 1968 .
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